The River Urr starts its journey to the sea
from Loch Urr, high in the Galloway hills,
close to the headwaters both of the Nith
and the Kirkcudbrightshire Dee. After a
journey of around 35 miles, initially through
moorland, then through wonderfully varied
wooded glens, it passes close by Dalbeattie
before reaching the Solway Firth at the
yvachting haven of Kippford.

The Urr is not a big river, but nonetheless
it supports very healthy runs of Salmon and
Grilse, plus smaller numbers of Sea Trout.

Migratory fish enter the river from Spring
onwards, with the principal runs building
from July and August to a peak in mid to late
October. The River Urr stays open for rod and
line fishing until 30th November, in common
only with Tweed and Nith, and for those
anglers who may be a little intimidated by
the size, fishing pressure or expense of these
latter rivers, the Urr offers a real chance of

a fresh fish right through to the end of the
season, at a very reasonable cost. In spite of

its modest size, the Urr regularly produces
fish in the ‘teens’ and ‘twenties’, and in recent
vears the occasional 301b+ fish has been
caught (and released!).

Anglers are encouraged to adopt a sensible
approach to conservation, by returning

all coloured or gravid fish and exercising
moderation in terms of fish killed; there are
daily and weekly limits on Salmon/Grilse and
Sea Trout. For further information, see
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Dalbeattie Angling Association, which
was formed in 1920, leases some of the
most productive stretches of the lower
river. Within the beats there is a large
amount of good fly water with spinning
permitted in higher water conditions, The
lower beat, Craignair, is tidal at its bottom
end and has eleven named pools plus a
number of other likely spots. The upper
beats, Firthhead and East Logan, have a
pleasing mixture of pools glides and runs
and are ideal fly water in most conditions.
Worming is also permitted under certain
conditions. Access to all parts is relatively
easy, with the Firthhead bank on the top
beat being particularly suitable for less
able anglers. Recommended flies to use
for salmon during the summer include
‘shrimps’ and variants, particularly Ally's
Shrimps. In the autumn it 1s the turn of
Waddingtons and tube flies, with Willie
Gunn, Cascade, Temple Dog, and black flies,
such as Stoat’s Tail, all being successful.
For sea trout, try Teal, Blue and Silver or
Peter Ross and Butcher's.







